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Honourable Gilbert Parent, P.C.

AMBASSADOR FOR THE ENVIRONMENT

Gilbert Parent was first elected to Canada’s House of Commons in 1974. He was
subsequently re-elected 5 times. As a parliamentarian, Mr. Parent represented
Canada at the United Nations and at several Congresses of the International Labour
Organization. He served as Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministers of Veterans
Affairs, Labour, Sports and was Opposition Critic for Labour and Youth. In 1994,
Mr. Parent was elected Speaker of the House of Commons and re-elected to the
position in 1997.

As Speaker, Mr. Parent continued and expanded the “Greening of the Hill” program of
his predecessor and was Chairman of the Board of Internal Economy. He created the
Canadian Teachers’ Institute to introduce teachers to the workings of Parliament and
opened up Parliament to visitors in general.

Prior to entering Parliament, Mr. Parent was a teacher and educator. He has a
B.Sc. from St. Joseph'’s College, Indiana, Masters degrees from Niagara University,
New York and the State University of New York at Buffalo. He received Honorary
Doctorates from Brock and Niagara Universities and St. Joseph'’s College.

Mr. Parent was appointed Canada’s Ambassador for the Environment and Sustainable
Development in December, 2000. As Ambassador he participates in and speaks at
national and international conferences and trade shows related to the environment,
sustainable development and renewable energies. He often heads Canadian
delegations to United Nations’ meetings.

He meets with relevant Ministers, ENGOs, NGOs, and industry regarding
environmental technologies, visits environmental sites such as wind farms, fuel-cell
companies, water treatment facilities and mines. He reports to Cabinet, and other
relevant bodies, on what he sees and hears.

Ambassador Parent chaired the Canadian National Secretariat Round Table
Consultations and the Aboriginal and Industry Consultations in preparation for the World
Summit on Sustainable Development. He was a member of Canada’s delegation to the
WSSD in Johannesburg and serves as a member of the International Advisory Board to
the American Council on Renewable Energy.



